
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING KEEPING OF DOMESTIC CHICKENS  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BUFFALO, NORTH 

DAKOTA:  

SECTION 1: PURPOSE 

The purpose of this ordinance is to permit the limited keeping of domestic chickens within city 

limits while protecting public health, safety, and neighbor rights. 

SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS 

• Chicken: Domesticated fowl of species Gallus gallus domesticus kept for eggs or as 

pets; excludes roosters and other poultry unless explicitly allowed.  

• Coop: Enclosed, predator-resistant structure for housing chickens.  

• Enclosure/run: Fenced or netted outdoor area contiguous to the coop.  

• Owner/keeper: Person who has control or custody of the chickens. 

SECTION 3: PERMIT AND REGISTRATION 

• The keeping of chickens requires a one-time permit for the building of a coop and 

enclosure, to be approved by Zoning and/or City Council.  

• The permit fee is $10.  

• The application must include owner contact info, property address, number/sex/ages of 

chickens, coop location/plan, and proof of neighbor notification if required.  

• Permits are nontransferable; new owners must apply for a new permit.  

• Residents with current ordinance violations (e.g., public nuisance (junk) ordinance) may 

not be approved for a permit.  

SECTION 4: STANDARDS AND LOCATIONS 

• Numbers: Maximum 6 hens per single-family lot up to 100 square feet; no roosters 

allowed.  

• Free-ranging: Chickens are not allowed to be "free range."  

• Setbacks: Coops must be in rear or side yards; minimum setbacks are 10 feet from 

rear/side lines, 40 feet from neighboring dwelling windows/doors, and 50 feet from 

schools/food establishments.  

• Construction: Minimum 4 sq ft per bird inside the coop and 10 sq ft per bird in the run. 

Coops must be ventilated, predator-proof, and have latchable doors.  

SECTION 5: HEALTH AND SANITATION 

• Feed must be stored in rodent- and predator-proof containers.  

• Owners must provide adequate food, water, and veterinary care. 



• Sick birds must be isolated; communicable poultry disease must be reported to the ND 

Department of Agriculture. 

• Manure and bedding must be removed and kept in a sanitary condition to prevent odor or 

vermin.  

• Slaughtering of chickens on residential property is prohibited except under specific 

permitted circumstances.  

SECTION 6: NUISANCE AND ENFORCEMENT 

• Chicken keeping must not create a public nuisance regarding odor, noise, dust, or pests. 

Persistent pest issues are a violation. 

• Roosters prohibited; hens allowed through egg-related noise expected. 

• The City may inspect coops with 24–48 hour notice.  

• Violations are subject to a 30-day cure period; failure to cure may result in fines of $100 

per day, permit revocation, and ordered removal of birds.  

• Denials or revocations may be appealed to the City Council within 30 days 

SECTION 7: EXEMPTIONS 

Agricultural zones, licensed farms, and educational or commercial properties may be subject to 

different rules. 

 

SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE  

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its final passage and 

publication. 

APPROVED: 

_____________________________________ 

James F. Jager, Mayor 

Attest: 

______________________________ 

Auditor Harmony Richman 

 

1st reading 4/13/2026 

2nd reading 5/11/2026 

3rd and final reading 6/8/2026 

 

 

 




